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i0|r/lo.3 Driven off
^ MacDermid Inc. is a shadow of
,its former self in Waterbury.
Although still headquartered in the

' Brass City, the company is selling
': its Huntington Avenue plant and
•preparing to move its executive
| staff to Denver. \.
; Chairman.,and CEO Daniel H.
I Leever has stayed on message over
| the year's, and pfoy.ed;he- wasn't
f blowing.smoke when he repeatedly^
fwarned environmental zealotry
'"could drive MacDermid out of
> townTTne 'compaffiji^ Advanc eo<

[Surface Bnishing.DivJ»on still has
J. 1-70 workers,, but empldjjinent over-
fall is downiby inore than6d percent;

Ifrom the'iate'1990s£and the Hunt-.
j'ington Avenue plant is closed;
{..,"-Mr. Leever told us in. 1998, "If
> the regulatory :environment is such
.thatwe,can't operate irt,a.way that
j we can be ;Drbf,itable.,17-7- iys not a
jtzerorsum game —•* there are places ~L

fWfiereZwe''can go. where -we can
iopera^ profitably." Hefexgriessed a

Center. But the company became a
whipping boy for Democrats after
an accidental spill in 1994 killed
12,000 fish in the Naugatuck River.
Political and business leaders say
the regulatory climate'. has
improved, and it may be MacDer-,
mid expected better.'treatment than
regulators .were: prepared to give
after it invested in thcTTuntington i
Avenue pianfandhelped tolffina the.
cancer center. - • ' .".'".'
. What Mr. Leever understands i
better m^in mosVis agencies lite the*i
Department, of. Environmental Pro- j
tcction and Environmental Protec- \
tidn Agencjrdo noi•'Attract fair-1
QU2\uCCL loDCS ^VDiO QOtXO& ^XXlcStlCcL S •

ehtrepreneurial i spirl^THey' get |
.zealots, who dream ofcatching, fat-
cat polluters red-handed1 and' sTap-
ping-them,with enormous.finea and
long stretches in prison;;-toaybe' .
evert; putting ̂ em, oui.qf ̂ busiries^,,
4nd' thereby ridding îc; 'world of
,th_ei4Eoisons ™$^&ey'' 'hold
-rudkes: Envifonmentiai,^calots.

«'. ,?'!*•, SH ?»-. ,,;- **&.I"«*•-'• ••>'••

»|as: grap-
jplihg-with: state :'aitt,fraeraL'envi-
|ronmental orRcials'itEiver aijeguiretr"
tment that tap water used, for cooling
^returned tbjheI'Naugatuck^River
Icle'aher thahiit was:\vhen the city
1 delivered itfThe company also was
jengaged" in a program called.Mac-
{Denniidls, Eimronmental Iniriativc
L2000, which wound up. as a $ 10
jmillion investment in the Hunting'-
[ton Avenue plant.:Buttliexfecession
jthat began in the summer of 2000,
fcpupled wiffi an oppressive regula- •
i.tpryenyironrnent,' deprived .Mac-
'Deroiid,.6ftuie.:Iuxury of maintain-
'J-ingits Cdnnecticutop«ation.atpre^>

['-'"Connecticut 'is, adversarial,'1" Mr;1:
[Leever"said last fall. "Everywhere ,
!"elsttis cooperative. Atleast they lis- '
Iten to \yhat you has^to^say.'It's ju^..
'the a'tti;tude';(6| Connecticut regula-
itorsj'thatls objectionable1"-;*' ••..;.;';./'.
j- - MacDenru'd haa been a wonder- "
!ful .corporate citizen" in-"many
jrespects, as exemplified by the new
fHarold Leever Regional Cancer

Vney fop the Connecticut district, in
an op-ed column; published'in this

.. newspaper-^laa^'Nqyemier.v He -
' accused MacDcrrnid of absorbing
fines ''as. a,cost.of doing business"
•and depicted the company's enyi:
ronmental Record as" "sordid."
Nowhere did n& acknowledge the
extreme'complexity ahdiambiguiry
of the-regulations MacDermid sup-

., posedly violated, die enormous dif-
ficulty; of ̂ managing '"thousands of;
gallons: 6£ p^tentMly toxic-, waste-

. water." every ;day,";- or MacDei iliid's
multimilh' pn-dollar cfFort to prevent.

• furthernusiaps.;.^!;' ?&• 1 s^'^ -'•:.
:; Tt w^U'talce yeiars of "aggiessive
; management and. careful hiring to

change1 the culture of the (enyiron-
. >mentalbureaucracy in Connecticut,
; W>shingtoni'vD';G. 'arid' elsewhere^
;. but it apparently will come too late
td save. the. hundreds of-jobs and
benign corporate presence MacDer-

"riiid hlai given" Waterbury over the
last 81 years."...
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shrug off
criticism
by Leever
DEP, Rowland's aide
challenge charges made
by MacDermid s chief
By Stova Oamblnl
O £005 JlepublteiM-Amerloan

WATERBURY — The surprise announcement that
MacDermid, one of the city's oldest and largest employ-
ers, is moving its corporate executive staff to Denver
drew litfle sympathy Thursday from state and federal
environmental regulators.

On Wednesday, CEO Daniel Leever disclosed during
an Interview that the company would .relocate its cor-
porate offices to Colorado, in part because of what he
called 'abusive government interference" in the early
1990s by government agencies. - •.

Contacted Thursday, regulators said they had little
sympathy for Leever^ argument that'harsh ehforce-
rnent of environmental rules set the maker otspedalty
chemicals on the road to greener pastures in the West

In the Wednesday Interview, Leever said.'abustve
government Interference" in the early 1990s was the
catalyst for the company diminishing ita presence in
Waterbury.

In 2001, MacDermid was forced'to pay a $4 million
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